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Emergency Response Branch



Climate Change 

• EPA has many plans and tools in place

– HQ, OSWER, Region 5 and R5 SFD

• ERB actions focus on: 

– reducing emissions

– response to increased frequency and duration of 

flooding



Reducing Emissions
Green Removal Requirements

• Greener Cleanup Implementation Strategy 

requires:

• GC training

• GC language in all SFD contracts 

• GC Removal Requirements 

• Recycle consumables

• Idle restrictions

• Double-sided printing on recycled paper

• Evaluate and document green activities



Green Activity Tracking

1. Complete Green BMP Planning Checklist before 

starting site

• Submit to Green Coordinator



Green Activity Tracking

1. Complete Green BMP Planning Checklist before 

starting site

• Submit to Green Coordinator

2. Track required metrics during removals

• Include metric data in final POLREPs



Site Metric Amount used Units

Greener Plating Diesel Fuel Used gallons

Greener Plating Unleaded Fuel Used gallons

Greener Plating

Alternative / E 85 Fuel 

Used gallons

Greener Plating

Electricity from 

Electric Provider kW

Greener Plating

Electricity from Other 

Sources kW

Greener Plating Solid waste reused

Greener Plating Soild waste recycled

Greener Plating Water Used gallons

Required Data Collection



Fuel 

Used/Alternative, 

Fuel 

Used/Diesel, 

18,165

Fuel 

Used/Unleaded, 

9,002

Fuel

Used/Alternative

Fuel Used/Diesel

Fuel

Used/Unleaded

FY15 Metric Data-

Fuel Use at Removal Sites



Solar Powered Generator!



Connecting to the Grid 
FY15 Electric Source R5 Removals
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Preparing for Increased Frequency and Duration 

of Flooding 

Climate Change 









Flood Preparedness 
Goals for R5 SFD Emergency Response

– Increase program flexibility

–Assess programmatic resources/needs

–Develop/ centralize outreach materials

–Outreach 

– Increase preparedness for responding under 

the National Disaster Recovery Framework 
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National Response Framework
Flood Response- ESF 10 Tasks

• Respond to oil and hazardous materials (hazmat) 

releases and threats to the environment:

– Detect and assess

– Prevent, mitigate, minimize

– Contain and stabilize

– Collect, manage, and dispose

– Clean up/decontaminate

environment, structures, buildings

• Develop site safety plan for oil/hazmat sites



National Response Framework
ESF 10 Tasks

• Collect/manage household 

hazardous waste

• Collect/manage Freon 

from white goods (Often 

via ESF 3)



National Response Framework
ESF 10 Tasks

• Debris support to USACE/states – ESF #10 or ESF #3 

subtask

– Air monitoring of debris operations/landfills

– Landfill monitors to assure compliance with environmental 

requirements

– Technical advice to USACE/states/locals on proper debris 

management/disposal

– Review USACE/state/local debris management plans

– Check debris piles for oil/hazmat contamination
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Resources Compiled
Internal Use

• Examples Documents:

– Databases for tracking regulated facilities & contacts

– HASPs

– FEMA Mission Assignments

– State Requests for Assistance

– Hazard inventory forms

– FEMA Flood Briefings

• Regulations

• Presentations, reports and OSC websites for past responses 

@ epaosc.org/RCC



Resources Compiled/Actions Taken
Internal /External

• Quarterly meetings with FEMA

• Nationwide ESF 10 Workgroup

• R5 disaster debris workgroup

@http://www.epa.gov/region5/waste/solidwa

ste/kmlgraphics/r5ddrd.kmz



Resources Compiled/Actions Taken
Internal /External

Geoplatform Map location: 

http://epa.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?web

map=cba75e6a3bee477dbe25aed6feba7401

Shapefiles @ epaosc.org/RCC



Other Available Resources
Internal /External

• GIS Data / Flexviewer Datasets

– ISA (facilities, transportation)

– State mapping projects (HSIP, CAMEO)

– Hydroviewer (facilities, floodplain delineation)



Resources Compiled
Public/Local Agencies

Example Fact Sheets:

• Protecting children

• Cleanup (after flood, bleach, flood mud, mold, 
basement pumpout, HHW & HHW separation, 
waste disposal)

• Asbestos (and SOPs)

• Oil and oil contaminated soil

• Flooded USTs

• Debris Mgmt (example state SOP) 

@ epaosc.org/RCC



Flood Preparedness 
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Resources Compiled
Public/Locals/Facilities

• Flood risk information

• Planning guidance

@ www2.epa.gov/crwu

Great tools from 

WD



Resources Compiled
Public/Locals/Facilities

• Flood Resilience 

Guide

• Excellent risk 

assessment and 

planning tool

@ www2.epa.gov/crwu



Resources Compiled
Public/Locals/Facilities



Resources Compiled
Public/Locals/Facilities



Resources Compiled
Public/Locals/Facilities

• Flood is 
Predicted

• By stage

• Planning

• Coordination

• Communication

• Personnel

• Power, energy, 
fuel 
subsections

@ www2.epa.gov/crwu



Flood Preparedness 
Goals R5 Emergency Response
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Additional Outreach Ideas/Next Steps
Public/Locals/Facilities

• Define high priority geographic focus areas – outreach 
to state/local EMAs

• Direct outreach to FRP facilities at highest risk 

• Outreach to planning areas

• Continue internal planning

– actions to take in advance of floods 

– additional staff, training, equipment and communication 
channels needed

– remediation technique changes that may be needed

– Continue to review lessons learned

• Continue coordination with other agencies

• Continue core mission training
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* *

Chris Choi

Becky Geyer

Jon Grosshans

Bev Kush

Mike Ribordy

NDRF

EPA’s Roles in Recovery



NDRF
EPA’s Roles in Recovery 

38

• not a COORDINATING Agency for 
any of the functions 

• EPA is a PRIMARY Agency for 2 
Functions

• Health/Social Services

• Natural and Cultural 
Resources

• EPA is a SUPPORTING 
Organization for the other four

• EPA provides assistance when 
requested by the Coordinating 
Agency, consistent with their 
own authorities and resources, 
or as directed by FEMA.



Flood Preparedness 
Goals R5 Emergency Response

– Increase program flexibility

– Assess programmatic resources/needs

– Develop/ centralize outreach materials

–Outreach 

– Increase preparedness for responding under the 
National Disaster Recovery Framework 

Betsy Nightingale

734-770-8402

Nightingale.Elizabeth@epa.gov


